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Since mod_perl’s inception in 1996, many things have changed, and it's interesting to look at
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A number of banners and buttons that can be used to link to the mod_perl site

Part I11: mod_perl General I nformation

k| 6. How to pronounce mod perl|
Do you think that "mod_perl" is a strange name and wondering about how to pronounce it?

4
mod_perl is an Apache Software Foundation (http://www.apache.org/) project, licensed under The
Apache Software License, an Open Source license.
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1.1 Contributors

There ardhousandsof people who have contributed to what mod_perl is today. This file is hezedg
nize thetremenousefforts of the majocontributorsto the mod_perl effort.

While [Doug MacEaclern is behind themajoiity of mod_perl's design, code addcumertation, he and
mod_perl never would have made it this far without the help #eemonein the mod_pertommunity.
His heartfelt thanks goes out to all gbu!

This list isgeneatedfrom a set of text files, and tleentributors are sorte@lphaeically.

Module authors aren't listed here, because keeping track of them would be too much warforfrae
tion about module authors, please refer toApache/Perl Modulést.

1.1 Contributors

Contributor Activities
Site design.
[AndreasKoenid Early efforts, bugpoting, modulesdocunertation
mod_perl refcard, Apache::FakeRequest
|[Ask BjgrnHansep  Modules,documertation, mailing lists
Site searchdocumertation.
[Brian Behlerdorf Sysadnin
DougBagley Bug spoting, modules.
[DougMacEaclern  Architectand leadlevebper
Modules
Method handlers, API, AlX fixes anfipache::AutiCookie
Modules,debugjing, docunertation. Co-authoing Pradical mod_per|
FrankCringlg Documertation
[Ged W.Haywoodq  Documertation and user help
[Geofrey Yound modulesdocumertation, devebpment
Embperl, mod_perl 2.0 build systeabstration.
Original author of mod_perl. ARtnhancenentgdocs.
mod_perl digest, various modules.
Prevbusmairtainerof NT binarydistribution. Apache::Session. Docs.
[Jonathan MHollin|  Site help.
Modules, mailing list archives.
CGl.pm, Apache::Request. Co-authored the Eagle book.
Original mailing list. First Apache:: modul@riginal Win95 build.

[Mark Summetfield] documertation review.
Matt Sergeant AxKit, documertation.

| I
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mod_perl Contributors 1.2 Information

Original mod_perl FAQ.

[Per Einar Ellefsenf  Documentation, site help.
Documentation. Some code patches.
Win32 patches

[Philippe M. Chiasson mod_perl 2.0 contributions, mod_perl 1.0 maintainer, modules

[Ralf S. Engelschalll ePerl, improved mod_perl install process.

documentation

Win32 maintainer

[Richard A. Wellg documentation review

Second to run mod_perl in production. Testing.

[Salvador Ortiz Garcig bug fixing, API.

Documentation, modules, mod_perl 2.0 contributions, book, articles
documentation review

[Thomas Klausner| Original site design. Documentation re-organization.
Documentation. Apache::Sandwich

(Wesley Darlingtonl  Documentation.

1.2 Information

Name: Allan Juul
E-mail: lambretta (at) inet.uni2.dk

Allan’s work on the design of this website has been of great benefit to us al. Not only did he give it good
looks, but has aso tirelessly worked to make it compliant with HTML and CSS standards, while still
getting it to work with all browsers we could find.

Name: Andreas Koenig
E-mail: andreas.koenig (at) anima.de

Lots of bug spotting, fixing and patching since the early days. Andreas introduced the
Apache: : Regi st ry that we al know and love. He put a great deal of time and effort into CE . pm
overhaul efforts (akaCd : : XA & CA :: Swi t ch).

Various contributions to the Apache/Perl API. PAUSE efforts beyond the call of "duty".
Apache: : St age, Apache: : Gzi pChai n and Apache: : Upl oadSr v modules on CPAN. Andreas
was the first to run mod_perl on a production site, the[Perl Authors Upload Server, aka PAUSE.

Andreas also contrbuted the "Correct HT TP headers' document.
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1.2 Information

Name: AndrewFord
E-mail: A.Ford (at)ford-mason.co.uk
URL : [nttp:/iwww.refcards.com/

Andrew has madeontributions to the Apache: : FakeRequest module and is the author of the
Imod perlrefcard

e Name: Ask BjgrnHansen
E-mail: ask (atlapache.org
URL : [nttp://www.asklperrhansercom]

Author of the Apache: : DBI Logger and Apache: : User Tr ack, nod_proxy_add_f orward
modules,mod_perl_method_handlers.pafbng with plenty of help testing cgmashots docunertation
improvements Apache: : St at | NC hacking andassising with the perl.apache.org site. He is also the
currentmairtainerof Apache: : DBI .

Ask is also thenairtainerof the mod_perl mailing lists, which is very helpful to doenmunity.

Name: Bill Moseley
E-mail: moseley (athank.org

Bill has helped out a lot with this site. He is the creator of the search engine, and has written various
sections of thelocumnentation here as well as contributed his wisdom todhsign.

Name: Brian Behlerdorf

E-mail: brian (at)apache.org

URL: |http://brian.behledorf.com]

Comments: Infragructure, baby!

Occupation: CTO

Location: SanFrarciscg CA, USA

Organization: Collab.Net<http://www.collab.net>

Brian provides systemadminstration support forperl.apache.org along with the mailing list and cvs
repostory.

Name: DougBagley
E-mail: doug (at)dejanews.com
URL : [nttp://iwww.bagley.org/~doul/
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mod_perl Contributors 1.2 Information

Doug Bagley has pinpointed some of the nastiest mod_perl bugs while claiming to know nothing about xs.
He's also made improvements to the Apache::SIG  module along with writing the vauable
Apache::Size Limit module.

Name: Doug MacEachern
E-mail: dougm (at) apache.org

Doug released mod_perl-0.50 in early 1996 and has been working on mod_perl in one form or another
since. He is currently employed by [Covalent Technologieg who sponsored his work fulltime on the initial
design and implementation of mod_perl-2.0. He is now working on other products at Covalent but contin-
uesto work on mod_perl in a support role at Covalent and development in his spare time.

Doug has written most of the code and a solid part of the documentation for mod_perl, and has aso
co-authored |Writing Apache modules with Perl and Qwith Lincoln Stein.

Name: Edmund Mergl
URL : [nttp://home.bawue.de/~mergl/|

Edmund wrote Apache::DBI ; probably one of the most popular mod_perl modules.

Name: Eric Bartley
E-mail: bartley (at) pdn.cc.purdue.edu

Eric had a big hand in implementing and testing method handlers. He also contributed to some of the
Apache/Perl API, along with making sense of some AIX mysteries for us. And, his Apache::Auth -
Cookie moduleisan inspiration to usall.

Name: Eric Cholet
E-mail: cholet (at) logilune.com
URL : |nttp://www.logilune.com/ericl|

Author of Apache::EmbperIChain and Apache::RefererBlock . Involved with many heroic
debugging sessions.

He has also written entire sections of the mod_perl User’s guide, and pointed out technical errorsin it.

Eric is also co-authoring|Practical mod_perl] with Stas Bekman, to be published soon by O’ Reilly and As-
sociates.
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1.2 Information

Name: Frank Cringle
E-mail: fdc (at) cliwe.ping.de

Frank was the author of the mod_perl FAQ (now merged into the documentation).

Name: Ged W. Haywood
E-mail: ged (at) www2.jubileegroup.co.uk

For reviewing and fixing the whole guide, providing lots of constructive criticism and helping to reorga
nize the guide to make it more user friendly.

Ged has also devoted time to help out users having problems on the mailing list.

Name: Geoffrey Young

E-mail: geoff (at) modperlcookbook.org
URL : [nttp://www.modperl cookbook.org/~geoff/|

Geoff has co-authored the|mod perl Developer’s Cookbook| which seems to be getting good reviews. He
has also written a few [articled and the occasional [Apache moduld

Geoff works on mod_per! for [Ticketmaster

] Name: Gerald Richter
E-mail: richter (at) ecos.de
URL : [nttp://perl.apache.org/embperl/|

Gerald has helped us with various bug spotting and fixing over the years. His toolkit, specially
designed to run under mod_perl, has saved many lives.

He is now working on abstracting the mod_perl 2.0 build system.
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mod_perl Contributors 1.2 Information

"8 Name: Gide Aas
E-mail: aas (at) sn.no
URL: |http://gisle.aas.nol|

Gisle wrote an early "proof-of-concept” mod_perl.c and perl_gluexs on March 25, 1996 to be exact.
While next to none of that code is present in the current mod_per| source, as the embedded model and XS
<-> Apache API interface were changed, it was an important insipirational kick start to what mod_perl has
become today.

Gidle has aso contributed to mod_perl’s Apache: : Const ant s module, aong with APl enhancements
and documentation.

Name: James G. Smith
E-mail: jsmith (at) cpan.org

James took over the maintainership of the mod_perl mailing list digest from Geoffrey Y oung, with whom
it originated, and is now trying to send it off to the mailing list as often as he can.

He has aso contributed a number of modules to the CPAN, such as Apache:: Handl ers,
Modul e: : Use, and[Uttu, aweb application framework.

Name: Jeffrey Baker
E-mail: jeff (at) godzilla.tamu.edu

Previous maintainer of the mod perl NT binary distribution and author of the Apache: : Sessi on
module.

For his "guide to mod_perl database performance’ and many useful comments on the list that has been
reused in the guide’ s material.

Name: Jonathan M. Hollin
E-mail: netmaster (at) digital-word.com
URL : |http://wypug.digital-word.com/|

Jonathan is using mod_per| to create Shapeshifter, a Content Management System. He has been helping
out the mod_perl community through work on the website, especially for the logo contest.

Name: Ken Williams
E-mail: ken (at) forum.swarthmore.edu
URL : [nttp://mathf orum.org/~ken/|
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1.2 Information

Author of the Apache: : Taco, Apache: : SSI and Apache: : Fi | t er modules. Ken's|MathForum
also hosts archives of some of the mod_perl mailing lists.

Ken has also reviewed alot of stuff in the guide. Many snippets from his emails are included in the guide.

Name: Lincoln Stein
E-mail: Istein (at) cshl.org
URL : |http://stein.cshl.org/~Istein/|

—

Everybody knows Lincoln gave us the must-have CG . pmmodule; he's put forth considerable effort into
porting and optimizing it for mod_perl. Lincoln also wrote the original Apache: : Request module, a
Cd . pmtlike module on top of the Apache API.

As an addition to his great programming efforts, Lincoln has contributed his writing skills by co-authoring
[Writing Apache Modules with Perl and G, which has for a long time been the ultimate reference to
mod_perl programming.

Name: Mark Imbriaco
E-mail: mark.imbriaco (at) pobox.com

For setting up the original mod_perl mail list and administration of that list for two years. Mark was aso
the first person besides Doug to write an Apache: : * module, the first version of Apache: : ePer| . He
was also the first person to build and run mod_perl under Windows 95!

Name: Mark Summerfield

For reviewing and fixing all the guide's chapters, improving guide's readability and suggesting useful
extensions.

Name: Matt Sergeant
E-mail: matt (at) sergeant.org
URL : [http://sergeant.org/|

Matt has written [AxKit, the XML application server for mod_perl. He has also contributed the section
"Exception Handling for mod_perl" for the perl reference chapter and made many other contributions to
the documenation.

Name: Patrick Kane
E-mail: modus (at) pr.es.to
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mod_perl Contributors 1.2 Information

Patrick wrote the original mod_perl FAQ.

Name: Per Einar Ellefsen
E-mail: pereinar (at) oslo.online.no
L ocation: Oslo, Norway

Per Einar has helped out with this website, for the most part through various documentation patches and
additions, reviewing of documents, and maintaining some sections of the site.

He also tries to help out users having problems on the mailing list.

Name: Perrin Harkins
E-mail: perrin (at) elem.com
L ocation: Brooklyn, New Y ork

Various documentation patches, Apache: : Si zeLi it patches, articles on templating modules and
system architecture.

Name: Peter Tillemans
E-mail: pti (at) pandora.be

Peter helped bring mod_perl up to Win32 speed with various patches including support for make t est .
He also maintained the Windows 95 binary distribution of mod_perl.

it Name: Philippe M. Chiasson
E-mail: gozer (at) ectoplasm.org
URL : |http://gozer.ectoplasm.org

Philippe has started working on the mod_perl project in 1998, writing some Apache::* modules on|CPAN
and eventually started helping out with mod_perl 1.0 & 2.0 development.

In the summer of 2003, he was hired by [Ticket Master]to join their existing mod_perl development team.
Some of histimeis dedicated to helping out in dealing with bugsin mod_perl 1.0 and in moving mod_perl
2.0 forward. He gets to see first-hand how mod_perl scalesto insanely high-traffic websites, while looking
for waysto improve it even further.
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1.2 Information

Philippe is also the current maintainer of mod_perl 1.0.

Name: Ralf S. Engelschall

E-mail: rse (at) engelschall.com

URL : [http://www.engel schall.com/|

Occupation: Cable & Wireless Deutschland GmbH
L ocation: Munich, Germany

Organization: Private

Ralf, aka "Dr. Cosmetics', has greatly improved the mod_perl configure/build/install process by imple-
menting APACI, DSO and APXS support, along with various documentation enhancements. He has also
written the Apache: : ePer | module to enable mod_perl support for his ePerl embedded Perl solution.

Name: Randy Harmon

For rewriting the mod_perl advocacy chapter.

\- Name: Randy Kobes
E-mail: randy (at) theoryx5.uwinnipeg.ca

Randy Kobes has helped with the port of mod_perl on Win32, and maintains binary and ppm packages of
mod_perl and related modules for that platform.

Name: Richard A. Wedlls

For reviewing and correcting alarge part of the guide.

Name: Rob Hartill
E-mail: robh (at) imdb.com

Rob was the second to run mod_perl in a production enviroment, and perhaps the best known mod_perl
site, the |Internet Movie DataBasg He's also provided various bug fixes, enhancements and mail list
support since the early days of mod_perl. Always one step ahead testing mod_perl against Apache cvs
snapshots. It was Rob’s kicking that made the mod_perl CV S tree come to be.

Name: Salvador Ortiz Garcia
E-mail: sortiz (at) cfe.gob.mx
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Salvador has helped bang out bugs and traps with sfio enabled mod_perls, along with various bug spotting
and stopping since the early days. He has also contributed to the Apache/Perl API.

Name: Stas Bekman
E-mail: stas (at) stason.org
URL : [nttp://www.stason.org/|

Stas has started contributing to mod_perl in 1998 by creating the mini [mod_perl guidg, ssmply to reduce
the rate of broken record questions on the mod_perl list. After afew years, some people still referred to the
guide as mini, while it contained more than 600 pages at that time. As of today more than 200 users and
devel opers helped Stas to write, review, improve and polish the guide.

While not working on the documentation and developing mod_perl, at the remaining spare time, Stas has
written a few Apache modules available from |his CPAN directory| and did some work on mod_perl 1.0
series.

In autumn 2001 [Ticket Master has kindly sponsored Stas for one year to help with mod_perl. Stas used
this time to help with the development of mod_perl 2.0, to lead the creation of the new perl.apache.org
site, to advocate mod_perl via articles in popular online zines and conferences, to help with the mod_perl
list and as usual to write alot of documentation, mainly for mod_perl 2.0.

In autumn 2002 [Ticket Master] has extended the sponsorship for one more year, and the following year has
done it again. As Doug MacEachern has shifted his focus on other things at the fall of 2002, Stas took the
lead to continue the development of mod_perl 2.0, greatly assisted by Geoffrey Y oung, Philippe M. Chias-
son and other developers.

Stas has co-authored |Practical mod perl| with Eric Cholet, published by O'Reilly and Associates in May
2003.

And of course, since 1998, when Stas discovered for himself mod_perl, he was finding ways to use it at
work, even while doing x86 hardware development and verification at Intel. He is now thinking about
mod_perl 3.0's architecture, hopefully to be implemented solely with AND and OR gates, driven by the
Perl 6.0 chipset for the best performance. Don't be surprised when you get offered a shiny Bluetooth PCI
card with embedded mod_perl when you shop for your new server machine.

Name: Steve Reppucci

Steve did a thorough review of the information in the 1.x user guide. He fixed lots of spelling and
grammar errors, and made the guide readable to English speakers :)
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1.2 Information

Name: Thomas Klausner
E-mail: domm (at) zsi.at

Thomas was the winner of the mod_perl site redesign contest, although things have changed a lot since
then. He a'so did a big documentation reshuffling which made it alot easier for everybody.

Name: Vivek Khera
E-mail: vivek (at) khera.org
URL : |nttp://www.khera.org/~viveki|

Vivek has saved many lives with his mod_perl_tuning.pod document, now merged into the documenta-
tion. He has also written the practical Apache: : Sandwi ch module.

Name: Wedley Darlington

Contributed a big section of the scenario chapter.

This list was probably incomplete the moment it was created. We have done the best to our ability to make
it as complete as possible. However, we aren't gods. So if you have contributed to mod_perl, but aren’t
listed here, or want to change your information, please contact Per Einar Ellefsen with as much informa-
tion as you can.

For alist of contributors for which we don’t have enough information, make sure to visitfthis pagd
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2.1 Description

2.1 |Description|

Several companies have contributed to mod_perl by sponsoring mod_perl developers and/or allowing their
employeesto work on mod_perl as a part of their day job.

2.2 |Companies

® Critical Path

Critical Path (http://www.cp.net/) has sponsored Doug MacEachern. (XX X: when?)

® Covalent Technologies

Covaent Technologies (http://www.covalent.net/) has sponsored Doug MacEachern. (XXX:
when/what?)

® TicketMaster

TicketMaster (http://www.ticketmaster.com/) has sponsored Stas Bekman to work on the mod_perl
documentation, the new perl.apache.org site and contributing to the mod_perl 2.0 development (fall
2001 - fall 2004).

2.3 Maintainer

The maintainer is the person you should contact with updates, corrections and patches.

® Stas Bekman <stas (at) stason.org>
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3 Other contributorsto mod_perl|
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3.1 Description

3.1 |Description|

The other contributions made to mod_perl, that we don’t have enough information on.

There are many other people who have contributed a great deal to mod_perl in one way or another, this
list is derived from the Changes file, activity on the mod_perl list including support, suggestions and new
ideas, along with help through private mails or other means.

This list is most likely incomplete. My apologies if that is the case, please send me an email if you have
been left out and your contribution will be recognized!

If you do not feel you've made a contribution, remember that your help is always welcome and appreci-
ated. You should consider yourself a contributor to the mod_perl effort even if you are simply using
mod_perl!

3.2 [The Apache and Perl communities

If there was no Apache, there would be no mod perl. See the Apache contributors list at
|http://httpd.apache.org/contributors/

If there was no Perl, there would be no mod_perl. Perl authors are credited in the distribution’s AUTHORS
file.

We owe a great dea of thanks to The Apache Group, Larry Wall and the perl5-porters, along with the
communities that support them both.

3.3 [Contributor s

The contributors that are listed here only come by name, as we don’t have enough information about them.
These people have mostly submitted small patches to the code or to documentation, which have been very
appreciated by the community. Some others have helped through the mailing lists, supporting users.

Aaron Johnson
Adam Laurie

Ajay Shah

Alan Beale
Alexander Demenshin
Alexander Farber
Andrea Borgia
Andreas J. Koenig
Andreas Piesk
Andrei A. Voropaev
Andrew Ford
Andrew McNaughton
Anthony D. Ettinger
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Other contributors to mod_perl

Artur Zambr zycki
Ask Bjoern Hansen
Barrie Slaymaker
Ben Laurie

Ben Reser

Ben Sugars

Bill Moseley
Boris Zentner
Bowen Dwelle
Brian Millett
Brian Moseley
Bruce Hoylman
Carl Hansen
Chad K. Lewis
Chip Salzenburg
ChrisDean
ChrisNokleberg
ChrisWinters
Christof Damian
Christophe Dupre

Cliff Rayman
Craig

Dan Peterson
Daniel Bohling
Danidgl Koch
Danidl W. Burke

Dave Hodgkinson
Dave Rolsky
David Harris
David Hodson

David Landgren
David Mitchell
DeWitt Clinton
Dean Fitz

Dean Gaudet
Doug Bagley
Doug Kyle
Drew Taylor

Ed Park

Ed Phillips
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Darren Chamberlain

David Huggins-Daines
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Edmund Mergl
Edwin Pratomo
Elizabeth M attijsen
Eric Cholet

Eric Eisenhart

Eric James Negaard
Eric Strovink

Evan A. Zacks
Evert-Jan Couperus
Ewan Edwards
Frank Schoeters
Garr Updegr aff
Gary Shea

Ged Haywood
Geoff Crawshaw
Geoffrey Young
Gerald Richter
Gerd Knops

Glenn

Greg Cope

Greg Stark
Gunther Birznieks
Gurusamy Sarathy
Hailei Dai
Henrique Pantarotto
Honza Pazdziora
Howard Jones
Hunter Monroe
Ilya Obshadko

Ime Smits

losif Fettich

I ssac Goldstand
James Cooper
James Furness
James G Smith
James W Walden
Jan Peter Hecking
Jarkko Hietaniemi
Jason Bodnar
Jason Rhinelander
Jauder Ho

Jay J

Jean-L ouis Guenego
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Other contributors to mod_perl

Jeff Chan

Jeff Hallgren
Jeff Rowe
Jeffrey W. Baker
Jens Heunemann
Jie Gao

Jimmy Oh

Joao Fonseca
Joe Schaefer

Joe Slag

Joel Wagner
John Armstrong
John Deighan
John Detloff
John Hyland
John Milton
John Walker
Jon Drukman
Jon Orwant
Jonathan Peterson
Joonsuk Bae
Joshua Chamas
Karl Olson
Kavitha
KeesVonk

Ken Williams
Kenny Gatdula
Kevin Murphy
Kevin Swope
Lance Cleveland
Larry Leszczynski
Lesie Mikesell
Liam Howlett
Lincoln Stein

L ouis Semprini
Lupe Christoph
Mads Toftum
Marc Lehmann
Marc Slemko
Marcel Grunauer
Mark Constable
Mark Mills
Mark Summerfield
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Mark-Jason Dominus

Marko van der Puil
Marshall Dudley
Matt Sergeant
Matthew Darwin

Michael Alan Dorman

Michael Blakeley
Michael Finke
Michael G. Schwern
Michael Hall
Michael Peppler
Michael Rendéell
Michael Sanders
Michael Schout
Michael Shields
Michael Turner
Michele Beltrame
Mike Depot

Mike Fletcher
Mike MacK enzie
Mike Miller

Mike Pheasant
Mike Stok
MikeWertheim
Milan Votava
Nancy Lin
Nathan Torkington
Nathan Vonnahme
Neil Conway

Nick Tonkin

Oleg Bartunov
Owen Scott Medd
Owen Williams
Pascal Eeftinck
Patrick

Paul Buder

Paul Cotter

Paul Phillips

Paul Sutton

Pavel Shmidt

Per Einar Ellefsen
Perrin Harkins
Peter Galbavy
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Other contributors to mod_perl

Peter Haworth
Peter J. Schoenster
Peter Levart

Peter Skov

Philip Jacob
Philip Newton
Radu Greab

Rafael Garcia-Suarez

Ralf Engelschall
Randal L. Schwartz
Randy Harmon
Randy K obes
Rauznitz Balazs
Rex Staples

Rich Bowen
Richard A. Wells
Richard Chen
Richard Dice
Richard More
Rick Myers
Raobert Mathews
Robert Nice
Robert Tau
Robin Berjon
Rodger Donaldson
Ron Hawkins
Ron Pero

Roy Nasser

Ryan Whelan
Salve J Nilsen
Scott Fagg

Scott Holdren
Sean Dague
Shane Nay
Stephane Benoit
Stephen Judd
Steve Farrell
Steve Fink

Steve Nielsen
Steve Reppucci
Steve Willer
Surat Singh Bhati
Sven Verdoolaege
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3.4 Maintainer

3.4

The maintainer is the person you should contact with updates, corrections and patches.
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® Per Einar Ellefsen<per.einar (at) skynet.be>

Ted Corning
Terry West
ThomasKlausner
Tim Bunce

Tim Noll

Todd Eigenschink
Todd Finney
Tom Brown

Tom Christiansen
Tom Hughes
Tom Hukins

Tom Mornini
TuomasSalo
Tzvetan Stoyanov
Ulrich Neumerkel
Ulrich Pfeifer
Vivek Khera
Ward Vandewege
WesleyDarlington
Will Tril lich
Yann Kerhervé
Yann Ramin

Maintainer
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4.1 Description

4.1 Description|

Since mod_perl’s inception in 1996, many things have changed, and it's interesting to look at mod_perl’s
evolution and related events during the time from then to now.

Based on the mod_perl Changes file and talks with mod_perl developer’s, we have here reconstructed the
important steps in the development of this successful Open Source project.

4.2 Beginnings

The first version of mod_perl was written by Gisle Aas and released on March 25, 1996. The effort was
instantly recognized by Doug MacEachern and Andreas Koenig; the former had been working on Perl
embedding. They picked up the torch and brought the project we all love to what it has become today,
thanks to the help of countless contributors.

An extract from Changes (the first one):
=item March 25, 1996

Initial version of nod_perl.c and perl _gl ue. xs
by G sle Aas <aas (at) oslonett.no>
Thanks for getting this started G sl el

Andreas Koenig tells us about how things happened:

"It was atime when FastCGI was still considered cool. But making FastCGI work required a patched perl,
since tied file handles were till in their infancy.

"PHP was aso around aready, and was an embarrassing witness to Perl’s greatest weakness for
server-side programming: that embedding Perl was a pain. Although the hooks were there for embedding
Perl, they were both undocumented and buggy.

"Doug MacEachern first got involved by addressing these problems. He wrote documentation for embed-
ding Perl (the per| enbed manpage) and fixed a couple of bugs. Then one day, Gise Aas posted on
perl5-porters that he had built Apache with an embedded Perl interpreter as a proof-of-concept. However,
Gisle lacked the time for further work.

"That announcement was like a lightening bolt for at least two guys: Doug and me. While Doug shuffled
the C code, | wrote the first working Makefile.PL, or at least | smoothed the build process to reduce the
error rate resulting from silly mistakes during installation. Doug was working on HP-UX and | was using
IRIX, so Doug wrote Ext Uti | s: : Enbed to generate the command line arguments for gcc that tie
things together for embedded applications.

"Early versions of mod_perl needed to be recompiled to add a single CGI application. To get over that, |
invented something without a name that mapped filenames to perl package names. When Doug received it,
hecalled it Apache: : Regi st ry, asnoted in Changes.
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History 4.3 Upto 1.0

=itemrel ease 0.75al - July 21, 1996

added Apache:: Registry nodul e contri buted by
Andr eas Koeni g <andreas. koenig (at) franz.ww tu-berlin.de>

"From that moment in July 1996, we could count on a number of interested developers on the mailing list
to test the nacent mod_perl. The Changes file mentions a few of them: Salvador Ortiz, Alan Beale, and
John Detloff. Rob Hartill of IMDB fame joined usin July. (Seelcontributord for more information.)

In August 1996, time was ripe to let a production server run mod_perl, and PAUSE (the Perl Authors
Upload Server) was the first such server. We till had to use $r - >pri nt , and couldn't "use CQA ", but
we could add and remove scripts without recompiling and we were happy. Being unable to use the popular
Cd . pmmodule turned out to be a pain for us, so | wrote a complete CA . pmclone, Cd : : XA and
hoped that Lincoln would pick up the ball once there was a working aternative implementation. Eventu-
aly, Lincoln (with the encouragement of Mike Stok) made CA . pm compatible with mod_perl starting
with CA . pm2.32, and in March 1997, Cd : : XA was removed from the mod_perl distribution. This was
one of the most important entries into the Changesfile:

=item 0.95 - 03/20/97

LR R S S O S O R R O

*** CGE - XA/ * renoved fromdistribution ***
Cd.pm2.32 is now nod_perl conpatible, and
now ships with CA::Switch and Cd:: Apache.

ERE R R S S I S S O R R O

Can you feel the relief it was for Doug to write that? | think this was the greatest day of the whole devel-
opment. One year of very tough work got the reward it deserved.

After that, mod_perl started to get attention from an increasing number of users. Doug worked like mad on
fixing bugs and inventing one thing after another, just as he still does today. Things started flowing and
people sent in patches, so Doug got the impression that the bazaar model was beginning to work. (From
Eric Raymond’ s essay "The Cathedral and the Bazaar," the unofficial manifesto of the Open Source move-
ment.)

| remember one day Doug got a confidential message from a Sun employee. They had made an investiga-
tion on "where the web is heading", and they had come to the conclusion that "mod_perl will have an

impact on the whole Web".

43 |Uptol.0

The first public release after Gise's proof-of-concept happened on May 1, 1996: release 0.50al of
mod_perl, with along list of changes.

In 0.50a2, an alternative implementation was provided, mod_perl_fast, which became the standard in
0.83_10.
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4.4 1.x development

Another probably important change was the possibility of using pri nt instead of $r - >pri nt, greatly
facilitating output generation:

=itemrel ease 0.80 - Septenber 06, 1996
[-..]

we now take advantage of Perl’'s new | O abstraction so STDIN and
STDOUT are hooked up to the client.

Thanks to Sven Ver dool aege <ski no@r eughel . ufsi a.ac. be> for the
initial patch

With 0.85 came the start of the test suitel

=item 0. 85

added the start of a nod_perl test suite

Another interesting feature was added just before 1.0: stacked handlers!

=item 0. 95 02

i ntroduced experinental "stacked handl ers” mechanism allow ng nore
than one Perl *Handl er to be defined and run during each stage of the
request.

Per| *Handl er directives can now define any nunber of subroutines, e.g.

Per| TransHandl er OneTrans TwoTrans RedTrans Bl ueTrans

with a new nethod, Apache->push_handlers can add to the stack by
scripts at runtine

And just after that, our beloved <Per | > sectiong!

Finally, more than one year after Doug’s original 0.50al, 1.0 was released on July 28 1997:

=item 0.95_03
[-..]

added <Perl > config section (see httpd.conf.pl)
(needs 'perl Makefile.PL PERL_SECTI ONS=1")

=item 1.00 - 07/28/97

It primarily began adapting to the 1.3 series of Apache.

4.4 |1.x development

28
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History 4.4.1 Core

4.4.1

During 1.x devebpment there hagyeneally been many bugfixes aradapions to Apache and Perl
versionsstriving to remaincompatble. Some parts stand out as prettyportant

Inv1.12, theémportant APACI-support was added thanks to RalE8&gelschall:
=item 1.12 - June 14, 1998

added new (but still optional!) Apache 1.3 support via the new Apache

Aut oconf-style Interface (APACI): The option USE_APACI =1 triggers a new

bui I d-environnent (fromlocal apaci/) for the APACHE _SRC src/ nodul es/ perl/

whi ch provides a clean way (i.e. w thout patching anything inside APACHE_SRC,
not even the Configuration file) of configuring nod_perl via a

APACHE_SRC/ src/ nodul es/ perl /mod_perl.config file. The conpletey configuration
is enabl ed by just using the APACI command "configure

--activate-nmodul e=src/ nodul es/ perl/1ibperl.a"

[Ral f S. Engel schall <rse@ngel schall. conp]

And with new versions of Perl come new fixes to mod_pecbofse.
=item1l.22 - March 22, 2000

conpile fixes for 5.6 + -Duse5005t hreads
[Lincoln Stein <Istein@shl.org>]

But the mostimportant happeings weren’t the bugfixes in the mod_perl core, but all that happened
around it. Thausagestatigics show anincredble boom in mod_perteployment which has beeaccom
panied by the release of veipterestng applications andframenorks for mod_perl.

4.4.2 Relatedevents

Maybe even morénteresing are the thingshappeing around mod_perl, mainlgoncering Perl and

Apache. The reason is that this impacts as much on mod_perl users as the changes to mod_perl itself; for
example, a bug fix in Perl will help a lot to someone writing Perl handlers, seclidy fix in Apache is

of immense benefit tanyone running an Apachserver.

Writing Apache Modules with Perl and C (http://www.modperl.con)/ by Lincoln Stein and Doug
MacEactern for a long timeconsiceredthe best resource for mod_perbgranmers was published in
March 1999 by O'Reilly &Asscaciates While not the only book on the subject, it is still a must-have for
any serious mod_pepkogranmer.

At ApacheCon in Orlando in 1999, mod_pefficially became an Apach@oftware Fourdation project,
and Ask Bjgrn Hansen, Eric Cholet and Stas Bekman were voted in as ASF menalaglisoim to Doug
MacEactern Together they formed the mod_perl PMC (Projeletnagenent Commited which is a
group ofcommitersto mod_perl who takeesposibility for the long-terndiredion of theproject).

In March 2000, Perl 5.6.0 was releaskdnging many new features to Perl and mod_pedgranmers
the worldover.
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45 Thearrival of 2.0

In October 2000, Take23 (http://www.take23.org/) was created as an alternative site for mod_perl, because
of the back-and-forth discussions about re-designing the perl.apache.org site weren't going anywhere at
that time. It collected news and articles about mod_perl and also related issues such as other interesting
Apache modules.

Also in October 2000, Geoffrey Young got the idea to begin a mod perl mailing list digest (see
[http://marc.theaimsgroup.com/?=apache-modper|-dev& m=97051473628623& w=2 and
[http:/7marc.theaimsgroup.com/A=apache-modperl& m=97059662005378&w=2] ), which he kept up regu-
larly (weekly, then biweekly) up until late 2001, when James G. Smith took over and has been running it
since then.

The mod_perl Pocket Reference (http://www.orellly.com/catalog/modperlpr/), by Andrew Ford, was
published by O’ Reilly and Associates in December 2000. It summarizes the whole mod_perl API as well
as configuration directives and some other tips in an easy-to-use format.

In January 2002, the mod_per|l Developer’s Cookbook (http://www.modperlcookbook.org/), authored by
Geoffrey Young, Paul Lindner and Randy Kobes, was published by Sams Publishing. It presents the
mod_perl API by example, teaching a programmer all the facets of mod_perl installation, programming
and configuration, and is a valuable resource to everyone.

META:

- mailing list creations

- begi nnings of new site

- conferences w nod_perl present

- when Doug and Stas funded? Stas: August 2001; end 2002

4.5 Thearrival of 2.0

4.6 [Futuredirectionsfor mod perl

mod_perl has clearly shown its strength as an Open Source project and application development platform.
mod_perl 2.0 has been ajump forward, but with the arrival of Perl 6 we might expect another new version
of mod perl. If the developers are still interested, that is. There has been started development on
mod_parrot (http://cvs.perl.org/cvsweb/mod parrot/), but Perl 6 isfar from ready, so we don't really know
what will be needed. The future hold great things for us.

| will quote Stas Bekman’s commentary in the|contributorslid

"He is now thinking about mod_per| 3.0’s architecture, hopefully to be implemented solely with AND and
OR gates, driven by the Perl 6.0 chipset for the best performance. Don’t be surprised when you get offered
a shiny Bluetooth mod_perl 3.0 PCI card when you shop for your new server machine.”

Who knows?
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History 4.7 See Also

4.7 |See Also

® CPAST: Comprehensive Perl Arcana Society Tapestry, fhttp://history.perl.org/]

® About the Apache HTTP Server Project, |http://httpd.apache.org/ABOUT A PACHE.htmlf

® The perlhist manpage, containing records of al perl versions, and the perl* delta manpages relating
changesin the respective versions.

4.8 Maintainer s

The maintainer is the person you should contact with updates, corrections and patches.

® Per Einar Ellefsen <pereinar (at) oso.online.no>

4.9 |Authors

® Per Einar Ellefsen <pereinar (at) oslo.online.no>

Only the mgjor authors are listed above. For contributors see the Changesfile.
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Link to us

5 Link tous

If you find that mod_perl has helped out your web project and you enjoy coding for mod_perl, please
consider linking back to perl.apache.org. As an Open Source project, we don’t have funds for advertising,
so we haveto rely on the word of the mouth and links from our users to gain recognition.

Image

I perl

Kl perl Fusing Apache " and Perl f’ﬁ

Flnodperl + Apache .

{ Spevd # Powar = Scalabiity § * Deveapment Time = The Boam Line

FOMWERED EY

od perl

FOWERED EY
n perl
FOWERED E|

29 Jan 2004

Description Alternatives
File name:
mod_per|_logo_static.gif
Dimensions: 395x85 ® Transparent
The officia logo, by Background
Michael Demers (mike (PNG)
(at) inteo.com) e White
The SVG version (BF;a:lléground
shouldn’t be used for

® Black

linking -- it's provided

asaway to modify the Background
origina imageif you (PNG)
have other reguirements. ® SVG
Y ou can then use a tool e Animated
like[BatiK| to convert the VG
SVG to another format
for the web.
File name:
mike_walker.gif,
marie_simpson.gif,
ashley.gif
Dimensions. 468x60
Animated banners
contributed by mod_perl
users: Mike Walker,
Marie Simpson and
Ashley.
File name:
button-64x64.gif : 5\’/\: t?lout
Dimensions; 64x64 black
Square button based on border
logo.
e 110x30
button
(PNG)
File name: ® 64x28
button-110x30.gif, button
button-text-64x28.gif (PNG)
Dimensions: 110x30, ® 110x30,
64x28 without
Buttons, for easy black
linking, based on the border
logo. ® 64x28,
without
black
border
33
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5 Link tous

File name:
apache-mod_perl.gif
Dimensions: 90x30

mod™perl
mod_perl button by
Juergen Specht.
File name:
| APALHE | abache mod_periZ gi
4 Dimensions: 127x35

5
“ ¥
Mo D ’:3 PERL mod_perl button by

Tyler Rorabaugh.

To link to this website using one of the above banners pr buttons, download the image file, then insert the
following HTML into your document, replacing FILENAME with the correct file name, and WIDTH and
HEIGHT with the correct dimensions :

<p>

<a href="http://perl.apache.org/">

<ing src="FI LENAVE" wi dt h="W DTH' hei ght =" HEl GHT" bor der =" 0"
alt="nod_perl -- Speed, Power, Scalability">

</ a>

</ p>

Note: Please make sure that you download the button/banner locally and use that one, and don't use the
complete URL to the graphics hosted on this site; it'll Slow your site down and use up our bandwith.

The main versions of the buttons and logos are provided in the GIF format, as PNG still has atendency to
crash old browsers. If you feel comforatable about using the PNG versions, please go ahead and do so.

Many other logos and buttons have been created for mod_perl. If you are interested in some of them, you
may download an archive containing them all.
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6 How to pronounce mod_perl|

6 How to pronounce mod_perl
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6.1 Description

6.1 |Description

Do you think that "mod_perl" is a strange name and wondering about how to pronounce it?

6.2 'mod perl"

Over the years there have been many people complaining about "mod_perl" being an unsuitable name for
this product and it's hard to "sell it" to their bosses. However, the name has along tradition and is here to

Stay.
The "mod_" part comes from the prefix all Apache modules have: mod_rewrite, mod_dir, etc. If you look
at the DSO filenames you'll see that they are all like "mod_xxx.s0". Thisis aso the case for mod_perl.

Asfor the "perl” part, the origin is pretty obvious.

The name is straight to the point and clearly describes what the application does. Those who have
requested a change of name have never obtained it, often for the simple reason that "If you can’t sell
mod_perl to your boss based on its technical merits, the name is the least of your worries'.

6.3 |Pronunciation

Oneissue still remains: how are we supposed to pronounce this name?

In phonetic (AHD, see|http://www.dictionary.com/hel p/ahd4/pronkey.html)), mod_perl looks like:

modparl
The underscore marks a dlight pause between the "mod" and "perl" parts.

Below we have collected recordings of mod_perl devel opers around the globe pronouncing mod_perl.

Name WAV MP3 Ogg Vorbis
Per Einar Ellefsen Listen Listen Listen
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7.1 Description

7.1 |Description|

mod_perl is an Apache Software Foundation (http://www.apache.org/) project, licensed under The Apache
Software License, an Open Source license.

7.2 [The Apache Software License

The license is available in the file LICENSE in the source distribution. We have also reproduced it verba-
tim below:

The Apache Software License, Version 1.1

Copyright (c) 2000 The Apache Software Foundation. Al rights
reserved.

Redi stribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without
nmodi fication, are pernitted provided that the follow ng conditions
are net:

1. Redistributions of source code nust retain the above copyright
notice, this list of conditions and the follow ng disclainer.

2. Redistributions in binary formnust reproduce the above copyri ght
notice, this list of conditions and the follow ng disclainer in
the docunmentati on and/or other naterials provided with the
di stribution.

3. The end-user docunentation included with the redistribution,
i f any, must include the follow ng acknow edgnent:
"This product includes software devel oped by the
Apache Software Foundation (http://ww:.apache.org/)."
Alternately, this acknow edgnment may appear in the software itself,
i f and wherever such third-party acknow edgnments nornally appear.

4. The nanmes "Apache" and "Apache Software Foundation" nust
not be used to endorse or promote products derived fromthis
sof tware wi thout prior witten perm ssion. For witten
perm ssion, please contact apache@pache. org.

5. Products derived fromthis software may not be called "Apache",
nor may "Apache" appear in their nanme, without prior witten
permi ssion of the Apache Software Foundati on.

THIS SOFTWARE | S PROVIDED ‘“AS IS’ AND ANY EXPRESSED OR | MPLI ED
WARRANTI ES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES
OF MERCHANTABI LI TY AND FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPOSE ARE

DI SCLAI MED. I N NO EVENT SHALL THE APACHE SOFTWARE FOUNDATI ON OR
I TS CONTRI BUTCRS BE LI ABLE FOR ANY DI RECT, | NDI RECT, | NCI DENTAL,
SPECI AL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTI AL DAMAGES (| NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT
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License 7.2 The Apache Software License

LI M TED TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTI TUTE GOODS OR SERVI CES; LOSS OF
USE, DATA, OR PROFITS; OR BUSI NESS | NTERRUPTI ON) HOWEVER CAUSED AND
ON ANY THECRY OF LI ABILITY, WHETHER I N CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY,
OR TORT (I NCLUDI NG NEGLI GENCE OR OTHERW SE) ARI SI NG | N ANY WAY OUT
OF THE USE OF TH'S SOFTWARE, EVEN |IF ADVI SED OF THE PGSSI BI LI TY OF
SUCH DAMAGE

This software consists of voluntary contributions nade by many

i ndi vidual s on behal f of the Apache Software Foundation. For nore
information on the Apache Software Foundation, please see

<htt p: // ww. apache. or g/ >.

Portions of this software are based upon public donain software
originally witten at the National Center for Superconputing Applications,
University of Illinois, U bana-Chanpaign.

Y ou may also download the license here.
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