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1 Performance raised from 1.5 banner per second to over 20 banners per second, 10 million banners a week without a problem

1 Performanceraised from 1.5 banner per second to
over 20 banners per second, 10 million banners a week
without a problem
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Performance raised from 1.5 banner per second to over 20 banners per second, 10 million banners a week without a problem 1.1 Marshall Dudley <mdudley (at) EXECONN.COM> exclaimed:

1.1 Marshall Dudley <mdudley (at) EXECONN.COM >
lexclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 10:30:10 -0500

Lincoln Stein wote:

>

> H Al,

>

> |'mlooking for nmore nod_per|l success stories like the one that Jeff
> posted the other day. They will be used for vignettes in an

> introductory chapter of the book that Doug and | are witing. If you
> have a story you'd like to share (particularly one in which nod_perl
> "defeats" one of its conpetitors) could you mail it to me or post it
>to the list? For the vignettes we need some sort of identifying

> information, either along the lines of "a major Southwestern

> University" or "Kulturbox conmpany of Berlin, Gernmany".

>

> Jeff, do you mind us using your story and identifying Texas A&M

> directly?

>

> Lincoln

You may not want to touch this one, but adultad.comcontracted me to fix
their adult banner exchange to where it could throw nore than 1.5
banners a second. | put it under nod_perl, and it now tops out at
slightly over 20 banners per second. It is now throw ng approxinmtely
10 MIlion banners a week solid without a problem The banner exchange
(both banner throwi ng/logging and click-thru redirection/logging) is
runni ng 100% under nod_perl| .

Mar shal |
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Allakhazam’s Magical Realm 2.1 Andy Sharp <asharp <at> nector.com> exclaimed:

2.1 |Andy Sharp <asharp <at> nector.com> exclaimed:

e Date: Wed Nov 07 21:20:12001

e Traffic: 1,800,000 Unique Page Loads pay

e URL: |[nttp://everquest.alldiazamcon} |http://camelot.allakazamcon |http://egbeasary.allak]

hazamco
Al nost everything on the site runs in nod_perl. W have 4 systens
running the site, one static server (PIIl 450, Linux,

Apache/ nod_proxy). Two dat abase servers (Dual P800, FreeBSD, Msql)
which are replicated, and the one nod_perl server (Pl 800, FreeBSD,
Apache/ nod_perl). The idea to use the proxy server to intercept any
requests for text or images which was not dynanmic cane directly from
the nod_perl guide (http://perl.apache. org/docs/1.0/guide/).

It’s been a rough ride sonetines, as |’ve been in the process of

|l earning the guts of Apache and nore about perl than | ever thought
I"d need to know. Since the site first started, |'ve nmigrated froma
Modul e based system to Apache::Registry (I wasn't witing good enough
perl for the nodul e based systemto work well), and nore recently have
been mgrating high volune scripts back to the Mdul e/ Handl er based
system

That’s been the true benefit of nod_perl in developing this site.
It’s been a |l earning process as we roll out a new application or area
of the site, watching our hit load go up and up, and then spending
hours | ooking for perfornmance bottl enecks in code which was never
intended to run as often as it does.

nmod_per|l gives us an incredibly fast devel opment tinme. Sonetines, the
speed of devel opnent does nean than |l ower quality code creeps into the
production environnment, but it allows us (ne) to get things done which
woul d take nuch much | onger in another application environnent. Perls
"there are many ways to do it" extends into nod_perl, meaning that I
can try something new qui ckly, and cone back later to optimze it.

Amoung the features we have on the site:

Application | ayer security, based on a customwitten Session tracking
system A recursively threaded forum systemon every page, this
system accounts for the bulk of the page views. It’'s also real tine
in tems of both comrents being added, and ratings to the messages
propi gating through. User uploaded data through out the site, we

all ow players to track their characters, add neta information to

dat abase entries. Detail ed web based administration system based on
the Application security |ayer.

The speed of devel opment of perl, coupled with the rich resources of
CPAN, and the incredible power of nmod_perl have made this site
possi bl e.

Runni ng the sane site in other technol ogi es woul d have been possi bl e,
but woul d either require more hardware, or nmore time to devel op.
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BSat 3.1 Mike Fletcher <lemurl (at) MINDSPRING.COM> exclaimed:

3.1 Mike Fletcher <lemur1 (at) MINDSPRING.COM>
lexclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 13:01:58 -0500

At ny forner enployer (Aaaahh . . . Sorry, just feels good
to say that :), | rewote a commercial interface to a defect tracking
system The original product was a bunch of Bourne shell scripts
that all sourced one humpbungus configuration script. It took on the

order of 10-12 seconds to return some pages (and sone of those weren't
even excuting any queries agai nst the defect database) on a nostly
idle SS20. Under nod_perl, that dropped to approximately 2-4 seconds
for everything but really large queries (i.e. everything in the db).
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Internal Call Center Database 4.1 Steven Lembark <lembark (at) wrkhors.com> exclaimed:

4.1 |Steven Lembark <lembark (at) wrkhors.com>
lexclaimed:

e Date: Sat, 15 Dec 2001 05:19:49 -0600

The URL is on an internal LAN for a conpany whose name

I cannot use. The site gets up to a few hundred hits

per second supporting a tel ephone call center database
My conpany was asked to devel op a web

front end onto a TB data warehouse. The exi sting system
(carefully crafted in C) was so slow people couldn’'t

get their work done (e.g., 45-minute query tines). W
re-did the back end and sl apped an interface on it using
nmod_per |

The first tine the users saw it they asked for a "Stop"
button Iike the existing systemhad so they could abort
| ong-running queries. Then we went over where to put it
with me running queries. They gave up on the idea because
the data was returned too fast for themto hit a button

Through 4+ weeks of User Acceptance Testing ("UAT") they
asked for a few dozen changes in the reports. Few of them
took | oger than 20 minutes to inplenment. In several cases
they got annoyed that the company enmil took |onger to
deliver the fix notice than nmake the change

Using Perl we were also able to handl e the database
mangl enent software for tabl espace and table creation
web site auth. and reporting code and nost of the ETL
process managenent code in one | anguage. That al so
saved us quite a bit of work.
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5 Computer Aided Teaching system at Mathematics Department at the University of Western Australia
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Computer Aided Teaching system at Mathematics Department at the University of Western Australia 5.1 Kevin Judd <kevin (at) MATHS.UWA.EDU.AU> exclaimed:

5.1 Kevin Judd <kevin (at) MATHS.UWA.EDU.AU>
lexclaimed:

® Date: Mon, 9 Mar 1998 09:41:44 +0800

At the Mathematics Department at the University of Western Australia

have a web-based conputer aided teaching system using nod_perl. The
students have individual weekly assignnents in calculus, statistics,
linear algebra with diagnostics and assessnent built in. The system
relieves academ c staff of the burden of assignnment narking and provides
nore personal interaction with students. The system requires database
managenent and connection to a conputer al gebra engine. The transfer from
a sl ow unreliabl e/ Maci nt osh/ Hyper card/ Mat hemati ca systemto a
fast/reliabl e/web systemtook a couple of nmonths and | had never
programmed in perl before. The whol e excersize was amazi ngly painless and
it was entirely nod_perl’s doing.

http://Cal Maet h. mat hs. uwa. edu. au

Kevi n
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ColbyChem: afree web server for ISIS'Host 6.1 jwkuehne (at) colby.edu (John Kuehne) exclaimed:

6.1 jwkuehne (at) colby.edu (John Kuehne) exclaimed:

e Date: Wed, 13 May 1998 10:23:31 -0400 (EDT)

Dear nod_perl gang,

The following is sonewhat late in the "success story" thread of a few nonths
ago, but | think there m ght be sone interest for the database crowd. Belowis
a brief summary of a talk that | gave at a neeting in Philadel phia | ast week.
Sponsored by Ml ecul ar Designs Linmited (MDL), the neeting was attended by
several hundred representatives of industry and governnent, and was concerned
with the problens related to | arge nol ecul ar and reaction databases, and their
use in conbinatorial chenmistry, drug discovery, etc. (These are databases
consi sting of nol ecular structures and their nodels, and reactions. A database
user can pose an sqgl in the | anguage of chem stry - nolecular structures

drawn with I1SIS/Draw or ChenDraw - to find data that have substructure
simlarity, conformationally flexible sinmlarity, reaction sinmlarity,

and much nore. The structures, nodels, and reactions are displayed using

MDL's chinme plugin, itself based on RASMOL, which renders 'live’ 3-D draw ngs
that can be rotated and displayed in a nunber of ways fromw thin the web page.)

EE R S R R R S R R I S R

Last Novenber, Dr. Shattuck proposed that we build a reaction database of
reacti on nechani sns studied by Dr. Mindy and his col | eagues, using MDL's
reaction database software. Furthernore, it was his idea that we nake

this a web project open to all. Qur first idea was to buy a license for MIL's
ChenScape server, which |inks NetScape Enterprise server to MDL's database
library. Unfortunately, the upgrade fromour current MDL |icense to include
ChenScape server was too expensive, not to nention NetScape Enterprise server

| started working on a web server based on Apache and nod_perl that would act
as a gateway to MDL's dat abase software

Al t hough MDL's dat abase server protocol is not public, they do provide a
command line interface called hostcli, which has nobst of the functionality
of the proprietary server. The use of hostcli is restricted to one nachine
but within that nachine one may run any nunber of hostcli processes

Col byChem the project that | presented at the neeting, nakes use of hostcl
by opening it on a pseudoterninal for each database user. The novel aspect
of ColbyChemis its use of the integrated Apache/perl server running in

single user (-X) node for each database user.

Because perl is enbedded in Apache, dynam c variables are retai ned between
calls to the server children. Certain Apache packages use this to open a
persi stent database connection to industry standard databases such as Oracle,
but this is not an option with proprietary interfaces, such as ML’s.

In order to adapt this to the idea of opening hostcli on a pty for each user,
I run a dedicated Apache/perl daenon for each user, in single-mde (-X), on a
separate port. That way, each Apache daenobn caches the perl program and
retains dynanic variables between calls. In essence, it beconmes a new
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6.1 jwkuehne (at) colby.edu (John Kuehne) exclaimed:

application, conposed of Apache and perl, running under ny program The
effect is simlar to an X client. The browser is like the X server.

Entrance to Col byChemis through a dedicated | ogin daenon running on port 9000
Upon receiving a valid login nanme, the daenmon forks an Apache/ per|l daenon on

a port specified in a password-like file, and transfers the browser to this
new port. Authentication, which is very inportant here, is carried out entirely
on this new daenon. The user supplies a password. Col byChem encrypts it

and conpares with the encrypted password assigned to the user. If successful

Col byChem forks and execs hostcli on the pty. It then records the |IP nunber

and sends back a cookie for secondary authentication upon browser reconnect.
The cookie is different for each session, is not based only on an easily guessed
system paraneters like tine or checksums, and does not reveal, to within the
limtations of crypt(), the original or encrypted password. My solution for

the cookie is to take the password, which is secret, and pernute it using
rand() seeded by tine. The pernuted cleartext password is then encrypted and
sent back as the cookie. Thus, even if one knew the pernutati on order and
cookie, it would still be inpossible to recover the original password.

Col byChem presents side-by-side franes. The left frame contains a query

buil der and controls for hit-list logic and display. The right frame displays
the data indented in the natural hierarchy of the database. Mdels, structures,
and reactions are displayed using MDL's chime plugin.

Essentially, ColbyChemis nothing nore than a graphical front-end for hostcli
witten in 1200 lines of perl. The heart of Col byChemis two routines, each
a page of code. The first routine, rd2perl, translates an export file from

hostcli into a perl data structure that has the hierarchy of the origina
dat abase, i.e. it inports the database into perl. The second routine
recursively descends the branches of this structure until it reaches the

tips, whereupon it prints out the data indented to reflect the database
hi er ar chy.

MDL has just delivered an Oracle interface to its nolecular and reaction
dat abases. This opens the possibility of using established packages for
persi stent database connnections that offer the flexibility of ChenfScape
server fromwi thin Apache/perl, w thout the novel hack of running dedicated
daenons on separate ports for each user

John Kuehne, Ph. D

I nformati on Technol ogy Services
Col by Col | ege

4200 Mayflower Hi Il Drive
Waterville ME 04901

j wkuehne@ol by. edu
207-872- 3652
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7.1 Justin <jb (at) dslreports.com> exclaimed:

7.1 Justin <jb (at) ddreports.com> exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 15 Mar 2002 13:41:24 -0500

e Traffic: amillion pageviews per day

® URL:|http://ddreports.com|

http://dslreports.com pages are entirely nodperl, | do al nbst a
mllion pagevi ews per day, and each page is from20 to 200 sq
statenents.. and entirely produced by nodperl, not tenplates or
anyt hi ng. nost pages are produced in less than 200ms.. all the 150
internal foruns as well (10000 posted nessages per day and over 2
mllion messages online and searchable) are nodperl. Everything is
nmodper| :)

| use two nodperl servers, one sql server, and one frontend (nod
proxy) server.. all of themare dual cpu 500-1nhz cpus and from 1-4gig
of menory. .

This is all coded and admi nistered now by nme, part-time, while | do

other stuff (like run the business).. | doubt it could be produced by
any other tool, at |east not without way nore support staff and

equi pnent .

regards

-Justin
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8.1 Jay Lawrence <jay (at) lawrence.net> exclaimed:

8.1

20

Jay L awrence <jay (at) lawr ence.net> exclaimed:

e Date: Tue, 08 Jan 2002 14:08:27 -0800 (PST)

There are few things nore sure in |ife than death and taxes. Ok, well
I can think of one nore - tax forns!

The Canada Custons and Revenue Agency (CCRA - our Federal tax
collection agency - like the infanbus IRS) has a collection of
approxi mate 10, 000 forms, guides and other publications that require
managenent and control

For the past 6 or 7 years these forms were managed using a proprietary
dat abase software that was costly to naintain and difficult to

extend. As well the systemwas housed on agi ng SPARC processors. In
order to neet on going and changi ng busi ness requirenents the system
woul d need to be upgraded or replaced. It turns out that by using
nmod_perl, Linux and MySQL plus sone contracting time the entire system
was replaced for the cost of 1 years operation costs.

A custoni zed docurment nanagenent systemwas created to nmeet the unique
busi ness requirements of the forms nanagenent group at CCRA. This

i ncl udes docunent versioning and nultiple docunent formats for each
docunent nane. The filing and cl assification nmethods are continuously
evol ving and so the addition and decomi ssion of some netadata fields

i s necessary.

New docunents are created by either starting a new version of an
existing formor document or creating a new docunent header

record. Then each document format, PDF, M5 Wrd, FormFlow, etc., is
upl oaded using the file upload feature and the |ibapreq nodule to
decode the upl oaded files

Since security is a concern - we cannot place access to this docunent
collection on the internet. Instead we nust report out files and then
use rsync to nove our data to a staging server. By using Perl we have
been able to change froma weekly reporting cycle to a daily reporting
cycle. As well, by using Perl we have been able to fix sone really
nasty decisions that were nmade 6 or 7 years ago when publishing to the
web was an unknown process to nost. Finally, by dunmping the old
software CCRA and its clients were able to chuck out all those nodens
and go via the web.

Perl is practical for extracting and reporting - the turnaround tine

and cost effectiveness of this project is a testinony to that claim
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9.1 Perrin Harkins <perrin (at) elem.com> exclaimed:

9.1

Perrin Harkins <perrin (at) elem.com> exclaimed:

e Traffic: 2.5 million+ page views/hour during Christmas 2000

In 1999, | joined the devel opnent team at the rapidly growi ng on-Iline
toy retailer eToys.com At the tinme, the site was running on a pretty
standard platformof Perl CA and a MySQL database. Traffic was

i ncreasing, and the servers were already straining under the | oad.

Qur major task was to figure out howto get this systemto scale |large
enough to handl e the expected Christmas traffic. The toy business is

al |

about seasonality, and the difference between the peak selling

season and the rest of the year is enornous. The site had barely
survived the previous Christnmas, and the MySQL dat abase didn't | ook
like it could scale nuch further.

There was no tinme for a significant re-wite of the exisiting code, so
we | ooked to nod_perl’s CA accel eration capabilities to get us
through. Using the Apache::Perl Run nodul e and the persistent database
connections provided by Apache::DBlI, we were able to do a basic port
to mod_perl and Oracle in time for Christmas, and conbined with sone
new hardware we were ready to face the Christnas rush

The peak traffic |lasted for eight weeks, npbst of which were spent
frantically fixing things or nervously waiting for sonething else to
break. Nevertheless, we nade it through. During that tinme we collected
the follow ng statistics

* 60 - 70,000 sessions/ hour

* 800, 000 page vi ews/ hour

* 7,000 orders/hour

According to Media Metrix, we were the third nost heavily trafficked
e-comerce site, right behind eBay and Anazon.

It was clear that we would need to do a re-design for 2000. W had
reached the limts of the current system and needed to tackle sone of
the harder problens that we had been holding off on. Using nod_perl
and a variety of other open source tools, we rebuilt the site to use a
nmodul ar obj ect-oriented design, inproving flexibility as well as
performance (see the Tutorials section for nore information). CQur
capacity planning for Christrmas 2000 was for three tines the traffic

of the previous peak. That’'s what we tested to, and that’'s about what
we got:

* 200, 000+ sessi ons/ hour

* 2.5 mllion+ page views/hour

* 20, 000+ orders/ hour

See the Tutorials section for nore information on how this feat was
acconpi | shed!

22
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10.

10.1

1 Roger Espel Llima <roger (at) iagora.net> exclaimed:

Roger Espel Llima <roger (at) iagora.net> exclaimed:

e Date: Fri, 16 Nov 2001 17:58:05 +0100

® Traffic: several million hits/ month

® URL: |nttp://www.iagora.com/|

24

i Agora was started in md-1998, as a conmunity site for
internationally mnded people. After investigating the nmajor

exi sting web devel opnent systens, we chose to go wi th Linux, Apache
and nmod_perl. Three years later, we're very happy with this choice

At iAgora we are constantly adding features and sections to our
site, and refining the ones we have. For us it was very inportant
to have a flexible platform that would give us conplete freedomin
organi zi ng our code, and custom zi ng how t he pages are generat ed.

We have found the conbination of Linux, Apache and nod_perl to be
* cost-effective

There are no software |licences to pay, the prograns are easy enough
to install and configure, and many free support and m ddl eware
nmodul es can be obtained from CPAN

* stable

The running servers have had very few crashes, and generally not
needed much mai ntenance. W have also found it very useful to be
able to admi nister the servers renotely.

* flexible

Since nod_perl lets perl access |owlevel hooks within Apache, it is
possible to have conplete control over any aspect of its operation.

For instance, we found it easy and convenient to create virtua
URLs, where sone path el enents were natched to database queries
rather than directories on disk, while still basically serving an
HTML file.

* adapted for large site creation

Mod_per| gives us conplete control over how HTML and perl code
interface to each other. By using a tenplating to the fullest
extent, we mininmze the amount of duplication both in HTM. and perl
This also |l ets us have comopn navi gati on and design accross the
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iAgora- Study, Travel, Work Abroad - Connecting Internationals 10.1 Roger Espel Llima<roger (at) iagora.net> exclaimed:

whol e site, while separately nmintaining the various formbased
applications that nake the site.

Cont act Person:

* Technical : Roger Espel LlIinma <roger @ agora. net>
* Business: Philippe Negre <philippe@ agora. net>
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Performance increase of around 1100% compared to ASP 11.1 Abigaél Duesberg <abi (at) idl-net.com> exclaimed:

11.1 |Abigaél Duederg <abi (at) idl-net.com>exclaimed

® Date: Tue, 10 Nov 1998 23:16:3D0100

Hi,

| saw that there were requests for success stories, so here is ours.
We had to create 21 websites that basically had the same textual content
(but different ads+clickthroughs, different designs, different acces rights,
etc...), that needed to sometimes remain unseen and act as gateways to other
sites, and sometimes show up, with changing content and links according to
user rights. Also, it had to answer search engine bots with different
content using yet another database of robot user agents, as well as (coupled
with LWP stuff) try to relate automatic posting to search engine databases
to bots that came visiting (I know this isn’t really good, but then, food is
sometimes more important, :-( ) and to optimise meta tags, resubmission,
etc...

It's all done in mod_perl, and in three days time it served a bit
more than 4 million mod_perl hits, and submitted 180.000 forms to search
engines. Everything’s running on a 300mhz x86, with 128megs of ram. As a
comparison, the early development tests were done using CGI on the same PC,
and ASP on a more powerful one running IIS. We also tried using java
servlets but the results were so desperate that | will not mention them here
in respect for those people that use them. Given the time it took either for
the CGl to be finished, or for the ASP to connect to it's SQL Server 6.5 to
yield the right results or send the right page, we had been planning to buy
5 other PCs to get the job done with those solutions. Our benchmarks run
with about 15.000 iterations of a series of calls to the servers that were
under no other load show that ASP is hardly faster than CGl when database
access is used (and then you have to take into account the fact that the ASP
PC was fairly stronger, (I don't remember the CPU but it had 512megs of
ram), but that mod_perl induces a performance increase of around 1100% !!!
Also, it seems to be using less ressources (though | haven't tested that
fully), or using them for so short time lapses that one doesn’t even notice.

The mod_perl development of the whole project was done by one person

in less than three weeks (stress-testing included) , and it is running
flawlessly.

I am looking for something stronger, but all that comes to mind is a deeply
heart-felt "Thanks !".

Abigaél Duesberg
ASP - Lotus - LiveWire - Perl - Java
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moviesdatabase.com or imdb.com 12.1 Rob Hartill <robh (at) IMDB.COM> exclaimed:

12.1 |Rob Hartill <robh (at) IMDB.COM > exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 21:35:40 +0000

On Fri, 6 Mar 1998, Lincoln Stein wote:

to the list? For the vignettes we need sonme sort of identifying
information, either along the lines of "a nmjor Southwestern
Uni versity" or "Kulturbox conpany of Berlin, Germany".

> H Al,

>

> |’mlooking for nmore nod_perl success stories |like the one that Jeff
> posted the other day. They will be used for vignettes in an

> introductory chapter of the book that Doug and | are witing. |f you
> have a story you'd like to share (particularly one in which nod_perl
> "defeats" one of its conpetitors) could you mail it to me or post it
>

>

>

We use nod_perl for just about everything and then some too; serving
around 1.25 mllion pageviews per day. Al database | ookups are handl ed

i nside Apache via nod_perl. Each request al so goes through several

nmod_per| handlers and is then reformated on the fly with nod_perl SSI

to enbed advertising banners and give different views of the site depending
on the hostnanme used.

Rob Hartill I nternet Movie Database (Ltd)
http://ww. novi edat abase. con! .. asite for sore eyes.

The Internet Moyvie Database (as we all know, a nod_perl driven site) won a
1997 Webby as the best Filmsite on the web.
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isoldmyhouse.com 13.1 "Chris Faust" <cfaust (at) doyougot.com> exclaimed:

13.1 [" ChrisFaust" <cfaust (at) doyougot.com> exclaimed:

e Date: Wed, 11 Jun 2003 11:21:16 -0400

e Traffic: 2+ million hits per day - 550,000 page views per day on average

® URL: |http://www.isoldmyhouse.com|

As consultants we were hired to repair, revanp and rebuild a online
classifieds site in which a lot of cost and effort was placed in
pronoting the site and generating traffic but the site itself was
based on a 3rd party product that sinmply could not handl e the half
mllion hits a day the site was getting.

Wthout a lot of effort the decision was made to build a custom
solution fromthe ground up using Perl and Apache under Li nux.

After conpleting the project and having some difficult issues with the
current ISP we noved the entire site to an | SP that we have had a | ong
termrelationship with and who provides us with everything one would
need to properly maintain such a project.

Little did we know that the second we noved to our new ISP it was |ike
opening up the flood gates (long story relating to other |SP),
overnight this CG driven site went froma half nillion hits a day to
amllion and with it came a nunber of problens, a |ot of which were
unfi xabl e wi t hout addi ng nmore hardware - there was sinply far too much
traffic coming through during the peak times of the day.

Havi ng spent a week doi ng everything we could, optimzing everything
possible it was clear that at best, we nmay be able to gain enough to
just keep our heads above water.

Rel uctantly we knew we had no choice but to give nod_perl a try, we
really didn't think it was going to make that much of a difference but
every little bit counted at this point.

We knew that it was going to be very difficult to setup apache and
especially convert our code over - | nean after all |’'ve heard as nany
stories of nightmare conversions as success stories.

After about the first week of pouring through the docunentation and
experimenting on our devel opment server, | realized HONWRONG | WAS. .

Once we understood what was expected, conversion of the current code
was | ess painful and a lot nmore interesting to do then some of the
phone calls or neetings that led up to getting the contract for the
project itself J.

Once everything was done we could see instantly the inprovement on our
dev server, what we didn’'t know nor what we were prepared for was what
woul d happen once this was running in production, | mean sure it was
fast when there is only 2 of us on the machine, so was the old site.
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13.1 "Chris Faust" <cfaust (at) doyougot.com> exclaimed:

32

What we saw after going live was one of those nonents when you are
just blown away, where you are sitting there saying "I see it but |
just don't believe it"

At our best estimate we gai ned nore then a 300% perfornance increase,
during peak hours we were seeing load tines of 20 - 30, processing
goi ng defunct etc. etc. prior to nod_perl.

Since the day we went |live we haven't seen the nmachi nes even sweat,
even the DB machi ne was inpacted by the change in a positive way.

We are currently up over 2 million hits a day, the 1 mllion hits
gai ned since going live with nod_perl has resulted in practically
nothing (everything is still saying "Gve ne Mre!!l")

We'd like to think it was easy noving to nod_perl because we are such
awesone coders, but of course the truth is it’'s due to the awesone
docunentation at http://perl.apache.org, the fantastic support of
nmod_per!l in all those perl nodul es we have all cone to depend on, the
invaluable mailing lists and nmailing list archives, and what |
personal ly think is the coolest thing of all, Stas Bekman who never
left me or anyone else |I’'ve seen on the mailing list hanging for any
answer .

We have just conpleted a re-design of the site and have been up and
runni ng under Apache 2 and nod_perl 2 for about 6 nonths now with as
few probl ens as anyone coul d ever hope to have

Mbd_perl is clearly the solution for high traffic sites, however
because of our experience with nod_perl we have since done everything
init, fromthe sinplest of formmailers to conplex sites because in
nmy eyes there is no reason not to do things the best possible way the
first tine around

Thanks to Everyone on the Mdd_perl Team
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14.1 Michael Bacarella<mbac (at) netgraft.com> exclaimed:

14.1 Michael Bacar ella <mbac (at) netgraft.com> exclaimed:

e Date: Sun, 6 Jan 2002 19:01:59 -0600

® URL: |http://m4mdsex.com|

http:// mimisex.conl is a gay personals systemthat targets |ocal gay
comunities in a nunber of cities. The site is witten exclusively in
mod_per|l and uses mysql as a backend. The only purpose of the site is
to ensure that people find sex partners as efficiently as possible.

I"minpressed with how well nod_perl and nysqgl have held up under
considerable |oad as nore cities were added and as nore users joined.
It also continued to please as we re-worked the site to allow users to
swi tch between | anguages (4 at this point) on-the-fly.

It all happens on vanilla x86 hardware. Everything from user signups,
account mai ntenance, online chat, secure payment options, renew ng
subscriptions, reports, etc.

Hooray for nod_perl!
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15.1 Christopher A. Thompson <x4 (atf) ROCKETMAIL.COM> exclaimed:

15.1 |Christopher A. Thompson<x4 (at) ROCKET -

MAIL .COM> exclaimed

e Date: Wed, 15 Apr 1998 09:34:19 -0700

I have put up a site that's a true testament to nod perl’s power. (He
said hunbly).

http://openscape. org now contains the new site that |'ve been witing
over the last 2 weeks.

The site is generated 100% dynami cally by my nodul e Obelisk. pm Apache
1.2.6 and nod_per| 1.10 are used, and the nodule is inserted to run on
<Location /> MSQ and DBD:: MySQ. provi de the back end object store.

| keep all text, news items, and the like in the SQL database. at
request time, the nodul e takes the follow ng steps.

$net hod = $r->net hod;
$loc = $r->uri;

$loc is then parsed out. Depending on the "page" requested the nodul e
generates a page based on several SQ calls, and prints the result
back out. | pass args on to the subrequests this way too, such as
http://openscape.org/rnews/ 12 will read news item12. It’'s all

handl ed in the URL parsing. For the fornms handling when you post a
news item | use CE _Lite to grab things off POST. (If $nethod is
POST), since Apache:: cant grab POST by default. | plan to inplenent
nmy own POST handler, | just havent gotten around to it.

You can post conmments on news itens, and those will be generated
dynamically too. (a-la slashdot.org if you're famliar).

The anazing part of all this is twofold. First, it’s all done in 427
lines of perl and 6 SQ tables. Slashdot is 2500 |ines of code.
Second, while | dont have any definitive nunbers, this |looks like it’'s
going to scale very large. |I've thrown a few |arge parallel requests
at it (just sinple LWP gets, in nmany parallel processes) and it doesnt
seemto slow down. This box is just a P5/166 with 64megs RAM and Li nux
2.0. 31.

This all occurs with no Cd.pm no Apache::Registry, no on disk
content but the Obelisk.pm | amso spoiled by this nethod that | dont
think | can go back. I"'mwiting a Doc on the process and I'Il have it
up soon. | know I'mnot the first person to do this, but the process
doesnt seemto be exceedingly docunented. Ch, and oelisk will be
GPL'ed as soon as | gather it into a formthat's fit for hunman
consunpti on.

Thanks Doug and crew for nod_perl.

-Chris
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Mod_perl Uber Alles 15.1 Christopher A. Thompson <x4 (at) ROCKETMAIL.COM> exclaimed:

Chris Thonpson |1 do not wish it to be m sconstrued that
ct @4. net | at notime was | not in total
ct @t honpson.org | Di sagr eenent - - Anonynous
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Forced to improve the quality 16.1 modus (at) PR.ES.TO exclaimed:

16.1 /modus (at) PR.ES.TO exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 10:03:41 -0800

At the risk of this becoming a giant nmod_perl |ovefest, |I'Il second that.
I"ve |l earned nore about perl & apache in ny dozen nonths or so of nod_perl
than in ny many years of work with apache & perl. nod_perl has definately

forced ne to inprove the quality of ny perl coding manyfold & taught nme nore
than | ever thought | wanted to know about Apache.

On Fri, Mar 06, 1998 at 06:53:36PM +0100, Eric Cholet wote:

> W've a nod_perl web site that allows subscribers to view news stories and
news phot ographs froma nmgjor news agency. All content is received via a
satellite link and users can view it in real tine, as well as search
through a huge archive database.

What | |ike about nod_perl is its "double" reward: not only is it fast and
efficient, but it has been an enlightening experience working with such an
el egant tool and reading this list.

Eric CHOLET - LOG LUNE
emai |l : chol et @ ogi | une. com
I am Pentium of Borg. Divisionis Futile. You will be approxi nated.

VVVVVVVVYVYVYVYV

Patrick M chael Kane
<modus @r . es. t 0>
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Rent.com runs mod_perl 17.1 Eric Hammond <ehammond (at) rent.com> exclaimed:

17.1 |[Eric Hammond <ehammond (at) rent.com> exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 14 Dec 2001 14:27:41 -0800

http://ww.rent.com

Rent.comis a dynanmi c, database driven web site built on nod_perl.
Initial devel opment took 3 nmonths to replace an NT/ || S/ ASP
i mpl enent ati on.
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Students astronomy site 18.1 Smelly Belly <smiley (at) SEDS.ORG> exclaimed:

18.1 [Smelly Belly <smiley (at) SEDS.ORG> exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 12:07:59 -0700

I run a web site for approximtely 1200 students of introductory astronony
here at the U of Arizona. The server is an old Sun Sparc 1 and we use

lots of perl CE@'’'s to connect to a database on the backend and create
cust om pages. Before nod_perl, the site was unacceptable slow. Now, with
the scripts re-witten to use nod_perl, the dynamically created pages | oad
faster than regular HTM. files

M. Guy Smley

e-mail: ( smley at seds dot org )
website: ( double u double u double u dot seds dot org slash tilde snmiley )
phone: ( five two zero three two one one nine six four )

"I root for a big conet or asteroid as a way of cleansing the planet."
George Carlin
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Non-web use for Apache/mod_perl: SMS app 19.1 Bas A.Schulte <bschulte (at) zeelandnet.nl> exclaimed:

19.1 Bas A.Schulte <bschulte (at) zedlandnet.nl> exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 22 Mar 2002 14:01:28 +0100

Pr ef ace

This is a story about how about |’'ve used a conbinati on of perl

Apache and nod_perl to create a conponent-based service architecture
that inplenments a platformfor building SM5 applications. By reusing
capabilities offered by Apache/nmod_perl | saved a lot of tine

devel opi ng the system The strong OO features of perl that | used
enabled ne to build a very flexible systemas well to cope with future
requirements. We had the platformin place in about 6 weeks, starting
with absolutely nothing: no hardware, no devel opment environment, no

t echnol ogy choi ces nmade beforehand

I ntroduction

The purpose of the systemto be devel oped was to provide a server
platformon top of which arbitrary SM5 (Short Message Service)
applications can be devel oped quickly. It should be built using a
stabl e and scal abl e architecture with roomfor future enhancenents
such as integrated billing and reporting options

An SMS application can be characterized by subscribers sending
text - based commands to the platformand have the platformdispatch to
the right application instance. The application instance handl es the
command, executing whatever application-logic defined by that
particul ar application, and usually generate one or nore responses. It
shoul d al so be possible that the platforminitiates nmessages to
subscribers as a result of a request sent by another subscriber as
well as be able to generate nessages based on tiners

There also was a requirenment to have the framework publish
application-specific data in XM. to allow custonmers to display this
data on other nedia channels such as a website.

Connecting the platformto external entities for the transm ssion and
reception of SMS nessages such as SMSC's (SMS Centers distribute SMB
nmessages to and from nobil e subscribers) and SMS Gateways (snmart
front-end to one or nore SMSC s unifying the nmethod to reach
subscribers fromnultiple tel ecomoperators) should be flexible enough
to be able to "plug-in" different protocols such as

HTTP/ SMIP/ Cl MDY SMPP as needed.

Conponent architecture

Early on in the project | decided to go for a distributed conponent
architecture. |ndividual conponents should be depl oyable on multiple
physi cal machines. This offers the required scalability and the
ability to define a convenient security schene by running conponents
on segnments of a network with differing outside visibility
requirements.

As | started nodelling this "world", |I ended up with the follow ng
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1 Bas A.Schulte <bschulte (at) zeelandnet.nl> exclaimed:

conponent s:

1. Application server

Wthin this application server, nultiple instances of nultiple SMS
application instances should be running. The actual application-logic
is running within this conmponent. This conponent provides two externa
servi ces:

- handl eMessage( ConmandRequest )

This service takes an instance of a CommandRequest object and runs the
command in the appropriate application instance.

- handl eTi ner ( Ti mer)

This services handles expiry of a timer set by the application-logic
of an SMS application

- getView

This service allows a client to retrieve application-defined views in
XML

2. Tiner service

A persistent service that maintains tiners set by application
i nstances within the game application server and invokes the

handl eTi mer service of the gane application services upon expiry of a
tinmer.

External service offered

- setTimer(Tiner)

3. Virtual SMs gateway (VSMsC)

Thi s conponent handl es comuni cation with the outside world (the
external entities such as SMSC s and SMS gateways). This conponent is
split up in 2 subconponents, one that handles input fromnobile
subscri bers and one that handl es output to nobile subscribers. Each
subconponent provi des one service:

- handl eMessage( Message)

The i nput conponent receives requests fromthe outside world using
pl uggabl e subconponents that handl e protocol details, the output
conponent transnmits requests to the outside world using pluggabl e
subconponents that handl e protocol details.

4, XM. Views service

Thi s conponent offers an HTTP interface to retrieve

29 Jan 2004



Non-web use for Apache/mod_perl: SMS app 19.1 Bas A.Schulte <bschulte (at) zeelandnet.nl> exclaimed:

application-specific views in XM.. It uses custoner-specific XSLT

styl esheets to transformthe XML data. This conponent is |argely based
on Matt Sergeant’s AxKit. AxKit allow the source of your "docunment" to
be delivered by your own provider class by subclassing of f of
AxKit::Provider. My provider class talks to the application server’s
getView service while AxKit perforns its mracles with all kinds of
transfornation options.

Conponents Figure 1 System conponents

Apache/ nod_perl as a conponent contai ner

When thinki ng about how to inplenent all this | was tenpted to | ook
into doing it with some J2EE-thingy. However, there was this
tinme-constraint as well as a constraint on avail abl e progranmer-hands:
I had one freelance programer for 20 days and | had to arrange the
whol e physical part (get the hardware, a co-location site etc.). Then
it struck ne that this application server really looked like a vanilla
regul ar nod_perl web application: receive request fromuser, process
send back reply. No html though, but Message objects that could be
serialized/ deserialized fromtext strings. There were of course sone
differences: the reply is not sent back inline (i.e. upon reception of
a request via SMS, you can’t "reply"; you have to create a new nessage
and send that to the originator of the request) and there also was the
tinmer service: | can’'t make Apache/ nod_perl do work wi thout having it
received a user-initiated request.

The good thing was |’ve been doi ng Apache/ nod_perl for sonme years now
so | knew beforehand | could create a schedul e acceptable fromthe
busi ness point of view that was al so feasi bl e based on experience with
the technol ogy.

So, for each conponent except the timer service, | defined separate
Apache/ nod_per| instances, one for the application server, one for the
SMS out put conponent, one for the SMS i nput conponent and one for the
XM. Vi ews conponent.

Each i nstance defines a URL for each service that the conponent
running in the instance provides.

Conponent comuni cati on

I took a shortcut here. | wanted to go for SOAP here as it seens a
natural fit. It will allow ne to nove conponents to other |anguages
(managenment and nmarketing still seens hung up on java) fairly easy. My

personal experiences with SOAP on earlier projects weren't too good
and | just couldn't fit playing with SOAP into ny schedule. So | took
my old friends LWP:: User Agent, HTTP:: Request and Storable to handle
this part (perl object instance -> Storable freeze -> HITP post ->
Storabl e thaw -> perl object instance).
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1 Bas A.Schulte <bschulte (at) zeelandnet.nl> exclaimed:

The good thing is that this actually is a mnor part of the whole
systemand | know | can put SOAP in easily when the need arises

"Breaki ng the chain”

I did make one nmistake in the beginning: all service calls were
synchronous. The initial HTTP request would not return until after the
whol e chain of execution was done. Wth possibly |long running actions
in the server conponent, this was not good. | had to find a way to
execute the actual code *after* closing the connection to the

client. Luckily, Apache/nod_perl came to the rescue. It allows you to
set a call back that executes after the HTTP responses are sent back to
the client and after it closes the TCP/IP connection.

Resul t

W had the platformin place in about 6 weeks, starting with

absol utely nothing: no hardware, no devel opnent environnent, no
technol ogy choi ces made beforehand. Based on former experience, the
decision to go with a LAWP architecture (Linux, Apache, MySQ., Perl)
running on fairly cheap intel boxen was made quickly. MySQL was, and
is, not on nmy wishlist, but the whole battle of moving Oracle in would
have been both a tinme as well as a noney killer, either of which we
didn’t have a lot of at the tine.

Asi de from having one production SMS application (a nobile SM5 gane),
I’ve done a prototype SMsS application on this platformto check if it
really is easy to create new apps. It took ne about 4 hours to

i mpl enent a "SMS uni x conmmandl i ne" application: | can login to the
application server using SM5, send Uni x commands with ny nobile phone
and receive their output (nmake sure your conmand doesn’t generate nore
than 160 characters though). The application also maintains state such
as the working directory I’'min at any given tine.

Performance is 'good enough’ with the platformrunning on 2 fairly
cheap Intel boxen, it handles 40 to 60 incom ng request per second. As
I haven’'t spent one second on optimzation yet (anyone know the
command to create an index in MySQ.?), that nunber is fine for ne.

did put 1 gigabyte in each machi ne though as the Apache child

processes eat up quite some nenory.

Fut ure enhancenents and consi derati ons
SOAP

I really want SOAP. It just seens to nake sense to do so: it was
invented for doing stuff like this and | like the concept of WBDL. It
allows you to define the interface in an XM. file so clients "know'
what type of paraneters the service needs as well as the return

par aneter types

SQAP wi Il also allow new conponents that are not perl. SOAP is
available in a lot of |anguages and integration of the various SOAP
implenentations is getting better every day (see here )
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Non-web use for Apache/mod_perl: SMS app 19.1 Bas A.Schulte <bschulte (at) zeelandnet.nl> exclaimed:

Framewor k for service-based architecture

I1"d like to extract the code that handl es the communi cati on between
the conmponents in the current systemand create a generic franmework
that allows one to easily create an Apache/ nod_perl - based conponents
container. The avail abl e services would be registered in httpd. conf
and there shoud be a service-discovery nechanism On the client side
I"mthinking about sonething that nmakes it easy to create client-side
stubs. Stay tuned..

Apache/ mod_perl 2.0

This | ooks very promsing to create generic conponents containers. It
is very easy to create non-HTTP based services with Apache 2.0 with
nmod_perl’s 2.0 support for witing protocol nbdules in perl. A so, the
various nulti-process nodels (npbst notably threading) available in
Apache 2.0 should result in better performance or at |east nore
choices as far as the process nodel is concerned.

Lanp

I"'mstill alittle unsure about LAMP. Can we nove to relatively cheap
hardware and a free OS when we were used to (very) expensive HP, Sun
or | BM hardware and get away with it? Personal experience and what
I"ve read fromothers seens to indicate we can. Experience will tell
and if it breaks, nmoving the platformto either of the above three
should be a no-brainer. We live in interesting tines.
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Move from ActiveWare Perl Script on [1S4 to Apache and modperl improved performance by factor 60 20.1 Jeff Baker <jeff (at) GODZILLA.TAMU.EDU> exclaimed:

20.1 [Jeff Baker <jeff (at) GODZILLA.TAMU.EDU>

lexclaimed:

® Date: Tue, 3 Mar 1998 21:13:06 -0600

I"d like to share ny recent success story. Over the |ast four days,
students living on canpus here at Texas A&M University have had to go
through what is called "contract renewal," where they indicate whether
or not they will continue to live on canpus in the coning acadenic
year. |In the past, this has all been done very tedioulsy with
scantron forns and human-eye error correction. This year, the system
was noved to the web. The code was user-proofed to prevent the usual
m stakes, with the addition of some fancy authentication and session
tracki ng nmechani sms.

The systemwas originally witten using ActiveWare Perl Script on IS
4.0, but when | was done, it was glaringly obvious that it was far too
slow. |In only 14 days, we ported the code to Apache and nod_perl,
with the same NT platformunderneath. The performance
(transactions/sec) was nore than 60 tines better!!!

The systemwent online Friday night, and in the course of its 4-day run,
it served 400,000 docunents, the bulk of which were generated on the
fly. Ten thousand people used the system and all went w thout a hitch.

Here's to nmod_perl!!
Jeffrey
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mod_perl contact management system for Fortune-500 pharmaceutical giant

21.1

Rick Mangi <rmangi (at) TGIX.COM > exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 12:14:49 -0500

| have 2 success stories to share

1. I'mfinishing a web-based nod_perl/javascript (client side) contact
managenent system w th heavy Apache:: DBl and Registry use. This system
is for a "fortune-500 pharmaceudi cal (sp?) giant". It is replacing an

unmanageabl e (their description) Lotus Donmino application

2. It

production, a nod_perl server for gathering web traffic statistics

for an up and coming web traffic reporting conpany. The nod_per
enhanced server gathers data fromthousands of client and server based
proxies around the world. Data is stored in Oracle using Apache:: DBI.
This replaced a poorly designed PHP server (poor choice using php in
this scenario inho).

Ri ck

R ck Mangi Tel : (212) 972-2030
Thaumat ur gi X, |nc. Fax: (212) 972-2003
317 Madi son Avenue, Suite 1615 rmangi @gi x. com
New York, NY 10017 http://ww.tgix.com

thau ma-tur-gy, n. the working of niracles

"Perl is a state of mind as nmuch as it is a | anguage granmmar"

29 Jan 2004

21.1 Rick Mangi <rmangi (at) TGIX.COM> exclaimed:

53



22 Microsoft Network, 1 million hits per week through modperl

22 Microsoft Network, 1 million hits per week
through modper|

54 29 Jan 2004



Microsoft Network, 1 million hits per week through modperl 22.1 Vivek Khera<khera (at) KCILINK.COM> exclaimed:

22.1 Vivek Khera <khera (at) KCILINK.COM > exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 10:34:32 -0500

>>>>> "LS" == Lincoln Stein <lstein@sSHL. ORG> writes:

LS> |’ m | ooking for nore nod_per| success stories |like the one that Jeff
LS> posted the other day. They will be used for vignettes in an

The M crosoft Network pronotion running to increase subscribership
|l ocated at http://winamllion.msn.conl is run on nod_perl. The
contest ends at the end of the nonth, so check it out before then ;-)

Anyhow, the systemis currently pounding nearly 10 million hits per
week to the web pages, of which about 1 million go through nod_perl.
Each of those accesses runs through on averate 3 SQ queries to a
MySQL database and 2 references to DB _Fil e databases.

There is no way in heck it would have run wi thout nmod_perl. By the
way, this is using Squid in accel erator nbde, as | described in the
tuni ng docs. Squid handl es about 93% of the content (the static and
nmostly static stuff).

V.
Vi vek Khera, Ph.D. Khera Communi cations, |nc.
I nternet: khera@ci Li nk.com Rockville, M +1- 301- 258- 8292
PGP/ M ME spoken here http://ww. kci Li nk. coni horre/ kher a/
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Large real-time stock exchange game 23.1 Sven Neuhaus <Sven.Neuhaus (at) de.uu.net> exclaimed:

23.1 |Sven Neuhaus <Sven.Neuhaus (at) de.uu.net>

lexclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 05 Jun 1998 16:13:18 +0200

Hel | o,
anot her nod_per| success story:

Have a | ook at www. wrboerse.de - it's a gernan real-tine
stock exchange sinulation ganme for the soccer world chanpi onshi p.
Participation is free and there are sone nice prices to be won.

The technol ogy used is Apache, nod_perl, DBl and DB::Adabas. The
project is sponsored by Sun M crosystens (they are supplying

a Sun Utra Enterprise 450 with 3 CPUs @ 300Mhz and 1GByte RAM at
the nonment), UUNET Gernany (bandwi dth) and Software AG

(Adabas- D dat abase).

The server is a real beast. It’'s amazingly fast. The gane is running
since Sunday. At the nmoment, there are 2344 players, 183 of them
have been active in the last 10 minutes. W are expecting a | arge
increase in players as soon as national television reports about

the gane.

The load is at 0.80, there are 123 processes, still 400MB RAM free
(we plugged in 512 MB today, previously the box had 512MB).

We will increase the maxi num nunber of child processes if we get
close to the current linmt (100).

Here's sone data fromthe Apache status page:

Server uptime: 4 hours 10 minutes 58 seconds

Total accesses: 254671 - Total Traffic: 902.9 MB (!)
CPU Usage: u27.68 s10.98 cu2.03 cs.63 - .274% CPU | oad
16.9 requests/sec - 61.4 kB/second - 3717 B/request

18 requests currently being processed, 14 idle servers

Anyway, grab a browser and have a | ook. The project is a great success
so far, and it couldn’'t have been done this easily and quickly wi thout

nmod_perl and the other great free software out there.
Thanks and enj oy!

-Sven Neuhaus
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News agency uses mod_perl for their online system with over 6.5 million stories 24.1 Eric Cholet <cholet (at) LOGILUNE.COM> exclaimed:

24.1 |[Eric Cholet <cholet (at) LOGILUNE.COM > exclaimed:

® Date: Fri, 14 May 1999 10:06:24 +0200

http://ww. af p-direct.com hosts the Agence France-Presse’s online

dat abase of news stories and phot ographs. Agence France-Presse is the
world s third | argest news agency. The online database, avail able

t hrough subscription, contains over 6.5 mllion stories and

phot ographs in a full-text searchabl e database. The web site nmakes the
nost of nod_perl and its array of nodul es such as persistent
connections to back-end servers and custom aut henti cati on.
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bivio Investment Club Accounting, Taxes, and more 25.1 Rob Nagler <info <at> bivio.net> exclaimed:

25.1 [Rob Nagler <info <at> bivio.net> exclaimed:

o Date: Wed Nov 07 22:24:48 2001

e Traffic: 50,000 pages/day

® URL: |http://www.bivio.com|

bi vio.comis a web-delivered application witten entirely in perl

whi ch provi des conpl ete accounting, tax preparation, automatic

downl oads of broker transactions, nessage boards, file sharing, enail
al i ases, and nore. Apache/nod_perl on Linux has functioned incredibly
reliably with +99% upti ne.

Qur declarative MVCF application framework (250 perl classes) is
avai |l abl e under the Artistic License fromhttp://ww. bivio.net
This includes a denmo application http://petshop.bivio.net which
is a nore concise inplenentation of J2EE' s Bl ueprint Architecture.
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mod_perl 2.0 at the biggest Japanese employment site 26.1 Batara Kesuma <bkesuma (at) ml.gaijinweb.com> exclaimed:

26.1 Batara Kesuma <bkesuma (at) ml.gaijinweb.com>

lexclaimed:

e Date: Wed, 11 Jun 2003 15:20:45 +0900

® Traffic: 4 million pageviews/ month

o URL: |http://www.find-job.neff

Find Job! http://ww.find-job.net is the biggest conmputers and
Internet related enploynment site in Japan, and it is running on
mod_per| conpletely. W have around 75000 regi stered users and 10000
regi stered conpanies. Qur pageview is around 4 nmillion per nonth. Cur
whol e system was running under plain Cd witten in Perl, until
recently we changed it to nmod_perl MdPerl::PerlRun with

HTM.: : Tenpl ate tenpl ati ng system On sone scripts we saw up to 400% of
speed i nprovenent, and total CPU | oad average went down around

50% The change from nmod_cgi to nmod_perl MdPerl::Perl Run itself was
painl ess at all.

Ri ght now we are working on our scripts, to make it nod_perl

ModPer| :: Regi stry conpati ble. W are going to run our site on nod_perl
ModPer| :: Registry once it is finished, and hope to see sone nore speed
i mprovemnent .
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modperl usagein financial institutions 27.1 Marcin Kasperski <Marcin.Kasperski <at> acn.waw.pl> exclaimed:

27.1 Marcin Kasperski <Marcin.Kasper ski <at>
acn.waw.pl> exclaimed:

e Date: 04 Dec 2002 22:52:29 +0100

® URL: |http://www.inteligo.pl|

I am nore than happy being now able to add the new nice
reference. Please, patch my English where necessary...

Pol i sh internet bank named Inteligo (http://ww.inteligo.pl) recently
mgrated its transactional web service (the application used by the
bank clients to make different kinds of payment orders, check account
bal ances etc) from conplicated Java-based solution to the nodperl
application. The application inplenents web frontend to the business
services inplenmented by the main bank system and accessed via the bank
mddleware. It is worth nmentioning that the application constitute the
mai n access channel for the bank clients.

After a few days of productional use the application is perceived to
be much faster and lighter than the one previously used.

Two words of warning:

- inteligo "informational’ website (the pages visible under
www. i nteligo.pl) still use PHP and probably will continue to,

- don't treat this as easy 'perl is faster than Java’ claim there was
a | ot of design and progranm ng work behind the new application...

Bei ng a person who suggested using this technol ogy and worked in a
core devel opnent team | can adnit that nodperl fulfilled myp
erformance expectations and allowed to devel op conplicated application
fairly quickly.

Thanks to all the people who devel oped this nice piece of software and

its docunmentation and to everyone who answered nmy and ny col | eagues
questions during the project.
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Modperl at the world's largest discount commaodities trading firm. 28.1 B. W. Fitzpatrick <fitz (at) onShore.com> exclaimed:

28.1 B. W. Fitzpatrick <fitz (at) onShore.com> exclaimed:

o Date: Fri, 6 Mar 1998 16:58:39 -0600

30000 customrers |looking at |ive quotes, dynam c charts and news.
"[...] Mre inmportantly, nod_perl allowed us to work the webserver and
code around our design--not the other way around."

I"mlooking for nore nod_perl success stories |like the one that Jeff
posted the other day. They will be used for vignettes in an
introductory chapter of the book that Doug and | are witing. |If you
have a story you'd like to share (particularly one in which nod_perl
"defeats" one of its conpetitors) could you nail it to ne or post it
to the list? For the vignettes we need sonme sort of identifying
information, either along the lines of "a nmjor Southwestern

Uni versity" or "Kulturbox conmpany of Berlin, Germany"

VVVVVYVYVYV

We just conpleted a website for Lind-Wal dock & Co.
(http://wmv | i nd-wal dock. com), the world' s |argest discount comodities
trading firm The site is to be used by their custonmers (>30,000) for

live and del ayed quotes, dynamic charts, and news pertaining to the

futures industry, as well as access to their online order entry

system The site will take quite a beating once all of their custoners
transition to it fromLind s previous Wndows application--plenty of live and
del ayed data is auto-refreshed.

Scenario: Cient needed to develop a website that could authenticate
of f their existing customer database, and many |inks needed to be
dynam cally generated to reflect the |evel of service that the
custoner subscribed to (this info also kept in the database). The
custonmer area had to be SSL enabl ed, fast, and support a slew of Perl
scripts that the quote vendor had already witten. And of course, they
needed the whol e thing yesterday.

They al ready had Netscape Enterprise Server and we investigated sone NSAP
solutions but were terribly disappointed with what Netscape had to

offer. We did some tests and decided to run with Stronghol d and

nmod_perl. W wote less than 10 lines of code to get the site

aut henticating off the database using Apache_DBlI and just a few nore

to handl e the dynam ¢ URL generati on.

We began analysis on Dec 1, and delivered the conpleted site on Mar
4--with 2 weeks off for Christnas, no |l ess! Two days after rel ease
the site is averaging about 3 requests a second--and that is certain

to grow exponentially as nore custonmers nake the switch fromthe old
W ndows application

More inportantly, nod_perl allowed us to work the webserver and code
around our design--not the other way around.

-Fitz

Brian W Fitzpatrick fitz@nShore. com http://ww. onShore. con
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277M page views in Jan 2002

29.1

Jan Willamowius <jan (at) mobile.de> exclaimed:

e Date: Fri, 01 Mar 2002 12:17:08 +0100

e Traffic: in January 2002; 277 Mio page views, 10 Mio visits

Al'l pages are dynamically created by a Linux cluster running Apache
with mod_perl froma MySQL dat abase (even though sone pages | ook
static).

151 M o banner ads served froma small Linux cluster with Apache +
nmod_per|l connecting to a MySQ. dat abase

mobi | e. de is one of the biggest online carmarkets in Gernany. Its
services are ainmed at both professional car dealers and private buyers
and sellers. Under the conpany’s URL - www. nobile.de - individuals can

of fer

and search for cars free of charge. Professional dealers pay a

fee of EUR 101.24 per nonth. The fee entitles each dealer to list up
to 250 vehicles in the database

--Jan
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Red Hat' s use of mod_perl 30.1 Chip Turner <cturner (at) redhat.com> exclaimed:

30.1 [Chip Turner <cturner (at) redhat.com> exclaimed:

e Date: 29 Nov 2002 23:30:24 -0500

Red Hat’'s main website, www redhat.com is a nod_perl site (mainly
Apache: : ASP). Also, the Red Hat Network's website, rhn.redhat.com is
pure nod_perl, using a customtenplating system (which I'Il rel ease
one day, as soon as | find time..). |It's actually a fairly
conplicated use of nod_perl for a web application, totalling around
60k |ikes of perl.
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TERMIUMplustrilingual database

31.1

Jay L awrence <jay (at) lawr ence.net> exclaimed:

e Date: Tue, 08 Jan 2002 13:55:07 -0800 (PST)

o URL: |http://www.termium.com/|

TERM UMpl us (www. termiumcon) is a trilingual application that

allows translators and term nol ogists to search a collection of

1.5 mllion entries in English, French and Spansih. The systemis
freely available to any enpl oyee of the Canadi an Federal government as
well as by subscription to individuals and organi zati ons outside. The
terms and the user interface are both trilingual

mod_per|l plays an integral role in the success of this system
Because the server experiences significant amounts of traffic during
the mddle of the day effecient request handling is of paramount
concern. It is not unconmon to be servicing over 100 concurrent
requests at 2pm Not only does the systemperformvery well but it is
al so very stable. | don’t think our httpd s have ever crashed - and
al nost all requests are in the sub-second response range

If great performance and stability were not enough - nod_perl (Perl) -
has allowed us to provide a very easy to use and enjoyable interface
to our database servers. The servers are actually on NT running a
proprietary database software package. The database software is very
good at performing both full text and exact term searches of the term
data. However, the software interface to the databse engines is weak
and unusable at best. By using Perl to talk to the database server’s
HTTP interface we were able to extract the desired results data and
then use Perl’s power to refornat the results into sonething pleasing
and tailored to the user’s preferences. Because each record has over
100 fields and each field can have a nunber of sub conponents - |
don’'t think the job would be doable in any other |anguage than Perl!
In addition to reformatting the output of the database we al so enpl oy
sonme processing of search ternms. This processing is unique to our data
collection but helps increase recall by elimnating stopwords such as

a", "an", "le", "les", etc.

In addition to the fancy user interface TERM UWpl us al so offers a
server-to-server termtranslation service. This allows other search
engines to offer on-the-fly termtranslation as part of their
service. An excellent feature when dealing with a bi or tri-Iingual
docunent corpus. You are welcome to see this yourself by visiting

http://strategis.ic.gc.cal engdoc/search. ht n

Check on Bilingual search and try a word such as "turbofan". As a
note, I amnot aware of what software the Strategis search system was
built with.

The entire systemruns on a dual processor Sun 250 with 2G of RAM (W
di scovered how inportant lots of RAMis for this |evel of concurrent
user activity) for the front end of the request processing. For the
dat abase queries we have 2 quad Xeon NT boxes which we divide between
Extranet and Internet traffic. We will be replacing the Sun 250 with a
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1 Jay Lawrence <jay (at) lawrence.net> exclaimed:

quad processor Sun 450 with 8G of RAM

In addition to nod_perl we use MySQL as our user sessions database and
intend to start replacing many functions of our proprietary back end
dat abase with functions devel oped using nod_perl and MySQ.. Linux is
our front-line devel opment system and CVS i s our versioning nanagenent
system W use CVS to then nove our work on to a Sun staging system
for pre-release testing and then finally rsync to push final code on
to production servers. Al of our code runs as well on Linux as it
does on Solaris - with no nodifications other than conpile tine
options for the major packages of the application

| feel that using nod_perl to build TERM UMpl us has allowed for the
construction of a high quality service which is capable of handling a
significant user load. It is very rare (never?) that we experienced
any maj or problems with the Apache, nod_perl, and Perl portion of our
system Most of our operational difficulties are comng from our
vendor supplied software at the database backend where daily server
probl ens are experienced.

Sof tware costs aside | wouldn't build this appliation using
anyt hi ng but nmod_perl, Apache and MySQL
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